THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                             Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
November December 2007 January 2008

Nov 16 CAR CAMPING AT BODINES FIELD. Bring some firewood. Get up early to paddle. 

Nov 17 PINE BARRENS DAY TRIP The last of the leaves are changing or falling and the water is getting cold, but it only gets colder for the next few months. This could be the last chance for the weather wimps to get out and paddle. Brownwater level 1 or 2 depending on weather, water levels and the skill of the participants.

Nov 24-25 POST TURKEY DAY PADDLE Burn off some calories and enjoy some leftovers around the campfire. We will do a Pine Barrens River. Batsto or Mullica are the most likely.


It’s usually been warm during the day in previous years, but often dropping below freezing at night.

   Water conditions are Brownwater level 2

Dec 31-Jan 1 or Dec 29-30 NEW YEARS OVERNIGHTER Our traditional way to end and start the canoeing season. Temperatures are frequently in the forties, but can get much colder. One year it was so cold that drops of water off the paddle have frozen before they hit the bottom of the boat!

    Camping is primitive, with outhouses. Water conditions are Brownwater level 2 with ice and a possible portage around a frozen pond.

Jan 12 and/or 13 PADDLE and/or HIKE The weather, thickness of the ice and depth of the snow will determine what and where. 

Feb 9-10 or 16-17 TBA MID WINTER OVERNIGHT It’s a good thing that rivers in the Pine Barrens seldom freeze, even when the temperature plummets well below freezing. Temps near zero have been recorded on this annual trip. Several years it has been warm enough for skinny dipping. One year it was in the 60’s and raining. One year even the camp water pump froze.

July or August  The leading choices for the long trip this summer are the west branch of the Penobscot and northward towards Canada for a week or more or a long paddle and portage trip in the Adirondacks. The Penobscot trip has one portage, a nasty one from what I hear. The Adirondack trip has several, between 75 feet and over a mile.

For most trips, call (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.) on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip.
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The Bare Facts Q&A

Q: Hello, I read about your organization on the internet.  I live in NJ and am experienced with a kayak most ocean/bay activities.  I have always traveled alone but am looking for someone or a group to travel NJ rivers. I am not a naturalist but am intrigued with the prospect.  Are you considering any trips on NJ waters soon?  I would be interested in joining you.  Do you need any data about me beforehand?  I would be “entering” as a single occupant. Tom

A:  Your ocean and bay kayaking skills will probably not be much help canoeing the narrow winding rivers we prefer. It’s almost a different sport. For example, sea kayakers rarely go above Pleasant Mills on the Mullica River, considering it to be impassable. We rarely go very far below Pleasant Mills considering it to be dull and uninteresting. 

Few of our members are Naturalists. Most of them are Naturists.

We generally paddle NJ rivers twice a month, except in cold weather. When the weather wimps stay home and family obligations conflict around the holidays, it’s harder to get enough people to justify a trip.

The “data” we need from you is on the membership application, which is available on our website.

Q: To whom it may concern...  I have been a naturist for about 6 years. Also, I have attended indoor nude swims run by the Tri State Sun Club out of Broadway, NJ. They used to rent a health spa in Paramus which had a large lap swimming pool, basketball, jacuzzi, TV lounge, a steam room and 2 dry saunas. They were so much fun...then the spa closed down and the club hasn't found a new location since. Nudity is one issue. Aside from canoeing and kayaking, my suggestion to your club was so maybe offer the same winter activities... indoor swimming along with some other activities. I know it's a tough task like the other club is dealing with, but wondering if you ever done such things before.

During the winter, what do you provide for your members? What does a membership include? What perks are involved? How old are most of your members? …

David

A: During the winter month, we offer the same activities that we offer during the rest of the year. The primary difference is that the skill level required is higher to maintain a safety margin with the colder air and water. The other difference is that there are fewer opportunities to skinny-dip in February than in June.

Among Naturist groups, competition for pool parties tends to be cutthroat. I was at the board meeting, years ago, when Tri-state Metro Naturists (TSMN) voted to shift their pool Party dates to conflict with the Pool Parties run by the Tri State Sun Club with the express intent to put the latter out of the pool party business. I was also at the TSMN board meeting where one of the board members was berated for his participation in the running of the other clubs parties. It later became known as “The George bashing meeting.” We plan to stick with what we do best and not unnecessarily open that can of worms.

 It also doesn’t make sense financially. Without the swinger and exhibitionist / voyeur participation the money just isn’t there. With them, the families wouldn’t participate. If it’s not a family atmosphere, we wouldn’t run it. 

Given the choice of sitting around a pool or sitting around a campfire after a day of canoeing, most of our members would choose the campfire. The bottom line is that we are a paddling club first and a naturist group second.

There are plenty of Naturist clubs out there with higher membership dues than us. They can run the pool parties.

 Our membership includes a quarterly newsletter with a schedule of upcoming trips and the opportunity to participate on those trips. We arrange shuttles, usually pick up the cost of campsites and can arrange informal instruction in whatever canoeing skills you need to improve.

Most members are between 17 and 70. Skill levels vary from “expert” all the way down to “Hazard to navigation.”

