THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

        Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
August-September-October 2008

August 3-15 ADIRONDACKS PADDLE AND PORTAGE  Fish Pond/St Regis area. Short portages until we reach the mile+ carry to Fish Pond.
August 23-24 PINE BARRENS OVERNIGHT This will most likely be on the Mullica River. However, nothing is certain during the low water month of August. Camping is primitive with an outhouse. Water conditions should be Brownwater level 2.

August 31 BATSTO SALMON RUN The Village to Lower Forge. 5-6 hours of upstream paddling. Brownwater level 3.

August 31 CAMPING AT LOWER FORGE. Hike in, bike in or paddle in. Primative camping, no potable water, 1 outhouse for up to 50 people.
September 1 BATSTO RIVER DAY TRIP Quaker Bridge to the Village. Brownwater level 1.

September 13-14 CAR CAMPING AT BODINES FIELD Base camp for the weekend’s day trips.

September 13 OSWEGO RIVER DAYTRIP Water conditions vary tremendously and unpredictably on this river. We will portage the dam and takeout at Bodines Field campground. Brownwater 1-2.5 .

September 14 WADING RIVER DAYTRIP. George Rafferty Memorial trip. This was the last trip George did with us before he died. Speedwell or Hawkins to Bodines Field campground is the tentative route.

    Water conditions are expected to be Brownwater level 1.5 Speedwell to Hawkins, Level 1 Hawkins to Bodines. 

September 27-28 TBA OVERNIGHTER The Delaware river and the Mullica river are among the possibilities. 

October 11-12 MULLICA OVERNIGHT Primitive camping. Rt 206 to Pleasant Mills. Brownwater level 2 .

October 25 UPPER BATSTO if there is enough water, somewhere else if the water is low. Brownwater level 2.
October 26 LOWER BATSTO if there is enough water, somewhere else if the water is low. Brownwater level 2.
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The Bare Facts Q&A

Q: I saw Nite-ize LED conversions for Mini Mag lights at REI. Are they worth the money?
A: There are several versions made by Nite-ize. The older version had 3 LEDs with built in lenses. These have nearly the range of the factory Mini Mag bulb but a much wider beam and very even coverage. I have tried several over the years, each better than the one before. LED technology is still improving.

Nite-ize has a single LED conversion that focuses like the factory bulb, sort of. It has equal range to the factory bulb and much more even light.

The advantages over the factory bulb are considerable. Virtually 100% reliability, extended battery life, brighter and more even light and no need to carry a spare bulb.

There are disadvantages as well. The LED conversions are intolerant of poor connections. If you have even a tiny amount of corrosion on an internal contact or battery cap threads, it will flicker or go out entirely till you smack it a few times. The lack of adjustable focus on the 3 LED and minimal focus capability on the single LED version is a minor disadvantage, but completely worth the trade off.
 The conversion has square pins to match the square contact holes for the round pins of the factory bulb. If you put it in even slightly crooked, you can trash the contacts. If you put it in backwards, it won’t work and you get a second chance to screw up the contacts.
Mag Instruments now makes a 3 watt LED Mini Mag that focuses reasonable well and has an improved battery cap to prevent the random blackout problem. It also has better range than the conversions, but uses 3 times the battery power. 

It is well worth it to upgrade a Mini Mag that you already have. It is well worth it to buy a new Mini Mag and upgrade it if battery life is a prime concern. For maximum performance, get the factory LED Mini Mag.

Avoid the Nite-ize battery cap buttons. The plain ones, with the black button, don’t make a reliable connection and the light goes out regularly. The IQ cap works well, but the strobe function has a battery saver that shuts it off. You can’t use it as a camp marker when you go out moose watching at dusk. It will shut it self off before you get back. It’s just not as useful as you would think. I haven’t tested the Red Button caps, they may be a working version of the black button caps, maybe not.

Worst case, Nite-ize deals with warranty problems quickly.

Q: I heard that weird things have been found on some Paddling Bares trips. What kind of stuff have you found?

A: Over the years we have found a pair of 100 foot sections of 2 inch fire hose. One in like-new condition the other slightly used, complete with nozzles. We found a 120 volt Aerobed inflatable mattress that can only be inflated by plugging it in to an outlet, in lower Forge Camp where there is no electricity. 

On one trip, we found numerous full cans of beer, a kayak that apparently was rented by one of the people shedding beer cans as they traveled downriver. We stuffed it full of discarded empties and called Micks. Micks was happy to get their ‘Yak back, but probably wondered how one person could drink that much. 

We found several unoccupied P.F.Ds, a six inch carving knife, half buried, point up, in the bed of the Wading River. That is an excellent reason to wear sandals all the time in the water.
Then there were the usual tent stakes, hatchets, saws, grills, screen houses, flashlights, clothes and hats.
We found a big juicy steak covered in sand after a sudden storm swept through the area. Somebody bailed out in a hurry.

Not long ago we found some wigs. Combined with some other debris left behind, seemed to indicate that the campsites previous occupants were transvestites with poor camping skills.

In the category of “things that belong in the woods” we found several raccoon skulls, a dolphin skull, deer antlers, box turtle shells, the shell of a Georgia Red Eared Slider nearly a foot long. That was a strange find as that species of turtle is not indigenous to the area. It was most likely “Rescued” from a Chinese food market and released in the Pine Barrens only to freeze to death because its hibernation cycle is keyed to a warmer and shorter winter.

We once found a cooler with a pair of dark glasses inside. The glasses were probably to hide the dilated pupils caused by smoking the “herbal” contents of the cooler.

The most valuable thing we ever picked up was a family of 6, lost and going hypothermic on the riverbank.

Usually it’s just trash that’s left behind by the idiots but sometimes it’s an intriguing mystery, such as dozens of burst condoms and several portable water coolers with a B.S.A. troop number on them. That combination could lead to some interesting speculation, but not by me.
