THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                       P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                   Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
August September October 2006

Aug 19-20 PINE BARRENS OVERNIGHT This will most likely be on the Batsto River. However, nothing is certain during the low water month of August. Camping is primitive with an outhouse. Water conditions should be Brownwater level 2
Sept 2 BATSTO SALMON RUN The Village to Lower Forge. 5-6 hours of upstream paddling. Brownwater level 3.

Sept 3 CAMPING AT LOWER FORGE. Hike in, bike in or paddle in from Lower Forge crossing.

Sept 4 BATSTO RIVER DAY TRIP Quaker Bridge to the Village. Brownwater level 1

Sept 15-17 CAR CAMPING AT BODINES FIELD Base camp for the weekend’s day trips. Outhouses and a water pump are the only facilities.

Sept 16 OSWEGO RIVER DAYTRIP Water conditions vary tremendously and unpredictably on this river. We will portage the dam and takeout at Bodines Field. Brownwater 1-2.5 

Sept 17 WADING RIVER DAYTRIP. George Rafferty Memorial trip. This was the 

last trip George did with us before he died. Speedwell or Hawkins to Bodines Field is the tentative route.

    Water conditions are expected to be Brownwater level 2 Speedwell to Hawkins, Level 1 Hawkins to Bodines 

Sept 30-Oct 1 MULLICA OVERNIGHT Primitive camping. Long first day. Rt 206 to Pleasant Mills. Brownwater level 2  

Oct 14-15 TBA OVERNIGHTER

Dec 31-Jan 1 NEW YEARS OVERNIGHTER Our traditional way to end and start the canoeing season. Temperatures are frequently in the forties, but can get much colder. 

    Camping is primitive, with outhouses. Water conditions are Brownwater level 2 with level 4 consequences.

For most trips, call (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.) on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip.
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The Bare Facts Q&A

     Q: I have been thinking about going on one of the two week trips. How do I know if I’m ready for the tougher trips?

    A: Part of being ready is having the right equipment. A tent that will keep you dry for a night or two can’t be counted on to keep you dry in a week of driving rain in Maine. Dry storage also had to be more reliable. Your canoe should be able to handle the conditions expected. That could be portaging over a mountain or bucking big waves on a 2 mile lake crossing.

    Basically you need a bigger safety margin when there is no easy way back to civilization.

    Part two of being ready it the tougher part. Without the skills and knowledge to use that equipment and the experience needed to know you limits, no equipment will be good enough.

    Most people that have camped repeatedly with us have picked up most of the camping and paddling skills they need. The rest of the skills you can only acquire by actually going out for a week or more at a time.

    Q: What tent do you recommend for the extended trips?

    A: That used to be a simple question to answer. Marmot’s Hoot and Swallow were perfect choices. Of the less expensive tents, Kelty’s Vortex 2, Vortex 3, V2 and V3 were excellent choices. The Eureka Alpenlight was a good choice. It was even better with the vestibule attached. Eureka’s copy of the V2 was not as good as the V2, but still adequate.

    The problem seems to be that manufacturers cut as much weight and cost as possible without degrading performance to the point that the tent is no longer up to the job for the primary market, hikers. The one condition that hikers rarely encounter is camping near a lake in a heavy rainstorm with wind. Hikers can go find a more sheltered location. Paddlers get stuck lakeside, sometimes for days, till the weather lets up. The mist, generated by the rain striking the water, gets blown horizontally and gets in everywhere. The reasonably priced tents mentioned above all worked well enough if you knew a few tricks, like putting your dry-bags in the upwind vestibule of a V3 to block the mist coming under the edge.

    I recently went on-line looking at what is now available. The good news is that, of all those tents, the Marmot Swallow is still available. The bad news is that it’s $360, way too expensive for general use. That’s why my Marmot lives in the basement 52 weeks out of the year.

    Q: I am writing to you for a partnership with you. You have a great site and I think we can cooperate well. Would you please accept a quality dating site with nice banner?
    Our site is one great dating site for Nudist singles in the world. We have about 500,000 registered users in our network, and hundreds of new members sign in our service each day. Our traffic rank is 32,454 at Alexa.com.
    We are wondering if it is possible to add one small banner on your site? In return, we can pay you $20 for each paid member you drive us.
    If interested, please email me back and I'd like to tell you more in detail.
    Hope to hear from you soon.

Bea
NudistFriends.com
    A: We would love to partner with a true Nudist dating site. Could you recommend one? Judging by the links on the bottom of your main page and about half of your featured affiliates, NudistFriends.com is oriented more towards people into erotica than Naturism. 

    I'm not likely to change my mind unless you can explain to my satisfaction what pay-to-see-naked-women web sites have to do with Naturism.
Larry
Founder, 
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