THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
August-September-October 2005

Aug 14 Sun PINE BARRENS DAY TRIP This will most likely be a relatively short and easy trip on the Batsto River. However, nothing is certain during the low water month of August. Brownwater level 1 or 2 depending on the section.
Aug Sat-Sun 20-21 PINE BARRENS OVERNIGHT This will most likely be on the Batsto River. However, nothing is certain during the low water month of August. Camping is primitive with an outhouse. Water conditions should be Brownwater level 2
Sept 11 Sun WADING RIVER DAYTRIP. George Rafferty Memorial trip. This was the last trip George did with us before he died. Hawkins to Beaver Branch is the tentative route.

    Water conditions are expected to be Brownwater level 1  Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.)

Sept 17-18 Sat-Sun DELAWARE RIVER OVERNIGHT Depending on water levels we will paddle either Milford to Smithfield or to the Water gap. Camping conditions are primitive. The more luxurious sites have open air pit toilets. Some even have a view from the throne. Water conditions range from moving flat-water to some heavy riffles approaching class 1 

Sept 24-25 Sat-Sun TRAIL MAINTENANCE  The Paddling Bares maintain a hiking trail in southern NY State. It’s just off the NY Thruway near the NJ border. We will be trimming brush, repainting trail markers and doing some erosion control work. Carry a minimum of overnight gear as we will be carrying tools and carrying our packs with us throughout the weekend.

Oct 16 Sun DELAWARE DAY TRIP Hopefully the foliage will be changing. The Route will probably be Pond eddy to Sparrowbush. The water conditions should be riffles to Class 2.

Oct 23-24 Sat-Sun PINE BARRENS OVERNIGHTER The Batsto, Mullica and Wading are the primary choices. Usage patterns, water levels and the weather report will decide. Camping is primitive with outhouses. Water conditions are expected to be Brownwater level 2

Dec 31-Jan 1 NEW YEARS OVERNIGHTER Our traditional way to end and start the canoeing season. Temperatures are frequently in the forties, but can get much colder. 

    Camping is primitive, with outhouses. Water conditions are Brownwater level 2 with ice.

To sign up for a trip, call (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.) on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip.
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THE BARE FACTS
    Q: I called on Wednesday to sign up for a trip and nobody answered. Why not?

    A: I have a life. I stay home most Mondays and Tuesdays before trips so people can call and sign up for trips. I’m also home on the Thursday or Friday before a trip so people can call back to get the trip details and verify that they will be going. That’s the way we have been doing it for years.
    Q: How long does it take to reach camp on the Mullica River trips?
    A: It all depends on the skill level of the paddlers and the water level. For instance at 85 cfs, experienced solo canoe paddlers, carrying camping gear, can reach camp in well under 3 hours without pushing hard. A group of kayakers that put in below the beaver dam as we passed took nearly 3 hours to reach camp. That implies a 5 or 6 hour trip if they put in at 206.

    One time, at 35 CFS the group behind us took 9 hours to reach camp, compared to our 4 hours. The biggest difference was the width of their canoes. They were paddling 4 foot wide sportsman’s class canoes. At 35 CFS the river is barely 4 foot wide at the put in. I suspect they did plenty of walking and dragging.
   I have done the whole river from 206 to Pleasant mills with less than 5 hours of paddling time. I have also done it in over 12 hours not counting breaks.

    Q: I showed up late at Dingman’s Ferry for the big day trip and nobody was there.

    A: The water was low for the Dingman’s to Bushkill route, so we waited 20 minutes or so past the meeting time and drove up to Milford to put in. The water was slightly deeper from Milford to Dingman’s.

    As far as I know, everybody that called back to verify that they would be there showed up on time. You must have also forgotten to call us back to verify you would be there. 

    Q: I noticed that there are fewer trips on the Delaware River than there used to be. Why?
    A: Every year the attendance on the Delaware trips have been dropping. We decided to move the Delaware River overnight to September this year. Maybe the deeper water and reduction in bugs will make it more popular. 

    Participation determines the schedule. If people don’t show up for particular rivers, then it doesn’t make sense to schedule trips on those rivers.

    Q: I couldn’t get access to the members section. What’s wrong?

    A: I’m in the process of migrating the web site to a new server. The bulk of the site is on the new server, but the members section is still on the old server. For a few days last month, clicking on the members section didn’t get you back to the members section on the old server.
    Once I learn how to set up password protection on an Apache webserver, it will all be on the same server and things should work smoothly. The new server is faster, has a better uptime record and is more cost effective than the old server.

    Q: Why can’t members renew on-line with a credit card?

    A: This has come up repeatedly in the past. This time the answer is different. We got the credit card system working a few months back. 

    It’s only available with the newsletter Via web only. We figure that if you are internet savvy enough to renew on-line then you should have no problem downloading the newsletter.

    Q: I thought there was going to be an Adirondack Paddle and Portage trip this year. What happened?

    A: I messed up my knee. That leaves us one trip leader short. 
