THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
August-September-October Schedule
AUGUST 3 Sat Bannerman's Island trail work

 There are plans to open Bannerman's Island to canoeists for exploration and possibly overnight camping as part of the Hudson River Watertrail. They are currently looking for volunteers for Saturday. Work will start at 8 AM and end at 1 PM to take advantage of the morning cool. We need to go early in the morning since it gets very hot on the island and also because low tide is at 2:30 on that date. We will be transporting workers to the island, working on the trails and keeping other boaters off.

To sign up, call between 5 and 9 PM on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.)

AUGUST 10-11 A RIVER WITH WATER IN IT. In this time of drought, it’s hard to pick a river in advance. Expect to do a river in the Pine Barrens if there is enough water, elsewhere if it’s all dried up.

 To sign up, call between 5 and 9 PM, on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip (609) 645-3014 (5-9 p.m.)

AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 2 Sat-Mon 3 DAYS ON THE DELAWARE RIVER Milford to the Gap if the water level is decent. Primitive camping.

 To sign up, call between 5 and 9 PM on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.)

SEPTEMBER 21-22 Sat-Sun AUTUMN TRAIL MAINTENANCE HIKE

 Diamond Mt-Tower Trail in Harriman State Park.

To sign up, call between 5 and 9 PM on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip: (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.)

SEPTEMBER 28 Sat WADING RIVER

 This river is best done off-season when the unwashed drunken hoards of summer are gone. Rt. 563 to Beaver Branch takeout.

 To sign up, call between 5 and 9 PM on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip: (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.)

OCTOBER 12 Sat OSWEGO RIVER  Oswego Lake to Harrisville Lake.

To sign up, call between 5 and 9 PM on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip: (732) 672-6837 (6-9 p.m.)
OCTOBER 27 Sat T.B.A. The options are whitewater on the Delaware, hiking the Pine Barrens, and canoeing the Pine Barrens.

To sign up, call between 5 and 9 PM on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip: (732) 672-6837 (6-9 p.m.)
Schedule continued on next page………
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Schedule Continued………

NOVEMBER 2 Sat UPPER TOHICKON CREEK. This will be the first of a two-day dam release from Lake Nockamixon. The upper Tohickon will be class I-II during the release. The run from the dam to the park is about 7 miles & I'm looking at doing two consecutive runs.

For more info on the trip and local lodging, call between 5 and 9 PM on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip: (215) 249-1845 (5-9 p.m.)

The Franz Dietl Memorial Trip
    Franz had bad knees and a bad heart, but wanted to do a weeklong trip. He wasn’t up to an Allagash trip so we scheduled this one. Unfortunately he passed away last year.

    We put in around 11 a.m. at Kittatinny Canoe’s Pond Eddy Base and made camp in a primitive site in the Delaware State Forest a few hours later.  After clearing out the usual debris left by the previous campers we had a nice hot pizza dinner baked on the spot. Several deer were bedded down just behind camp and ran up the hill when we got up in the morning.

    Day 2 was longer than planned. The Mongaup Rift was rather mellow, but the rapids below Hawk’s Nest were quite interesting. We should have stopped at Kittatinny’s River Beach camp, but we unwisely opted to continue on to Minisink Island. It was just a bit too far for a comfortable day’s run, and, if we do this route again, we will stop at River Beach in spite of the noise and cost. The campsites on Minisink Island are getting smaller every year due to lack of use; the brush and poison ivy are taking over. The beavers seem to like it though; they were constantly tail-slapping whenever we went down to the water’s edge.

    Day 3 put us on the unnamed island where we often stop for lunch on the anniversary trips. It was a relatively uneventful day, broken only, as we passed Dingmans Ferry, by the antics of a power boater who couldn’t tell forward from reverse and rammed his own boat trailer at half throttle. We had the opportunity to watch several deer browsing on the Jersey side of the river. It’s not often that the wildlife is as noticeable along the Delaware as it was on this trip.

    Day 4 got us below Bushkill Access. So far it was the wettest day of the trip, although frequent evening and nighttime showers were the pattern all week.  I never did need raingear, day or night.

    Day 5 was a rest day. Enough of us were still a bit sore from the long second day that we decided to spend a second night at the same campsite. Besides, it allowed time to bake bread and chocolate cake, and have another pizza for dinner. The wildlife didn’t disappoint us here either.

    Day 6 got us past Smithfield Beach and we camped on one of the island sites just below the access. Deer had bedded down next to the toilet and were a surprise to the first of our group to use it.

    Day 7 was an early start day. We had to finish early enough to make the nearly 4-hour round trip to Pond Eddy to recover the vehicles left there. An early start was no problem, though, once we realized we had the only working watch in camp. When the late sleepers asked what time it was, we fudged it by 2½ hours. They never got wise to the deception, and we were on the water by 8:30. We reached the Water Gap by lunch. Half the group stayed there to watch the gear while the rest of us headed north on the shuttle. By 5:00 we were all loaded up and headed home, before traffic got heavy, to recover from our sunburn.

    I’m sure Franz would have loved this trip if he were still with us.

The Bare Facts Q&A

Q: I lost my newsletter. Can you e-mail me another?

  A: Newsletters will now be available on the web site. Click on the little grey button on the bottom of the first page. Later on, it will be integrated into the sample-newsletter page and the membership-application page.

Current newsletters require a user name and password. Don’t tell anyone. It’s currently:

member / panda

