THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                  P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
August-September-October Schedule
Aug 13-17 LOWE’S LAKE TO THE OSWEGATCHIE RIVER. The itinerary is 2 days on a beautiful Adirondack lake, a day set aside for the 3-mile-long portage, and 2 days on the river.  Call George 201-460-8112 for additional info.

Aug 19-31 PADDLE AND PORTAGE THE ADIRONDACKS.  Ever get an urge to take a hike with a boat on your head?  Lake hopping is the name of the game in the Adirondacks of Upstate New York.  Secluded, uncrowded lakes are their own reward for the trouble of getting there. We plan to take it slow. The trip leader qualifies for a handicapped parking placard so don’t expect to 

move fast on the portages.  Paul Smith’s through the St Regis Canoe Area and out onto Saranac Lake is the proposed route.  This route can be done in a day with an athletic pair of paddlers and an ultra-light canoe; we won't be so quick. Call (732) 432-9109 between 6 & 9 PM for info.

Sept 8-9 BATSTO RIVER OVERNIGHT. Primitive camping at Lower Forge Camp. We plan to use Adams Canoe Livery for the shuttle so we won’t have to leave cars in the woods overnight. Call (732) 432-9109 between 6 & 9 PM for info.

Sept 9 LOWER BATSTO RIVER DAY TRIP.  Quaker Bridge to the village is the planned route. Call (732) 432-9109 between 6 & 9 PM for info.

Sept 15-16 SUSQUEHANNA RIVER OVER-NIGHT.  Dave has done quite a bit of research on the route. River conditions are suitable for all but the lowest-skilled paddlers. Camping will be on primitive sites.  Contact Dave at  (215) 249-1845

Sept 22-23 TRAIL MAINTENANCE on the Diamond Mountain / Tower Trail. Brush trimming, erosion control, blaze painting.  Call (732) 432-9109 between 6 & 9 PM for info.

Oct 6-7 WADING RIVER DAY TRIP. This is a long one for a day trip. Bring a flashlight just in case. Call (732) 432-9109 between 6 & 9 PM for info.

Oct 27 DELAWARE RIVER LEAF PEEPER / WHITEWATER DAY TRIP.  Pond Eddy to Sparowbush past the Mongaup Rift.  Class 2 with some of the best scenery on the Delaware River. Call (732) 432-9109 between 6 & 9 PM for info.
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Trip reports

  
The Brandywine.

 By John D.


As you know the weather was very cooperative for our Brandywine trip.  “Pine Barrens Bob," Gene & Stacy, Franz, and Rich met me, Martha & the girls at Northbrook Canoe Company for the trip.  We put in at the Northbrook dock and our takeout was Smith Bridge, just under 14 miles downstream.

 
The creek was a pleasant mix of different characteristics, beginning as a fairly twisty stream with small riffles.  Early in the trip it flowed past 
farm pastures that were loaded with nesting geese. The river was totally open - no obstacles or liftovers to deal with. We had a small section (1/4 - 
1/2 mile) that was a rock garden requiring some maneuvering between some pretty large boulders.

 
Unfortunately, and as expected, there is more development along the river than most Bares trips which makes canuding difficult if not impossible. 
There were a few stretches where it was possible, but they’re intermixed with 
back yards and roads.  There aren't a lot of spots to stop along the river and 
hang out as most of the land is posted. We did stop at a nice rock beach that was very private.  One could skinny-dip along the river in a number of 
spots, but I suspect that when the river is warm the crowds increase significantly.

 
It was a very pretty valley, and with constantly changing scenery it was quite different from the rivers we normally do.  We had to contend with 3 
dams, all of which are built of 'rubble' and in high water would be canoeable for advanced canoeists. The first dam we lifted over. At the second dam Bob and 
Gene & Stacy lifted over, but I lined our boats and Franz's boat down over the dam.

 
The third dam provided a little more excitement. There is a runnable chute on river right that you enter at about a 30-degree angle, turn left, and then have a straight shot down through some rather large haystacks. We all ran 
through without incident except Bob who was in the stern seat and, with his 
bow being very light, hit one of the haystacks and got turned sideways. He couldn't correct by that point and, being sideways, flipped. 
He stayed with the boat and we were quick to render assistance.  We got to the shore in the pool below without any further problems.  Fortunately all his gear was tied in and he didn't lose anything; his backrest for his seat did break, though.  Bob banged one leg on the rocks and had several cuts and scrapes on it. One cut was rather nasty, about 3/4 of an inch long and it was bleeding pretty badly. We bandaged him up and continued the trip without further incident.


It was a good day; I think there was pretty much a  consensus that it's a stream 
worth doing again, either in the spring before swimming season or in late fall.  Next time, maybe, we'll do the upper section.

On Line Updates

  We can now send the Newsletter via e-mail. If you would rather get the Naturist Paddler newsletter electronically, just send an e-mail to newsletter@canoeing.org with you valid e-mail address and your Paddling Bares membership #.

 System requirements;

An e-mail reader that can accept standard e-mail with standard attachments, some versions of AOL don’t work, and software that can read a “.doc” file.

  We are compiling a list of our members’ web-sites to include on the Paddling Bares web-site. If you have a personal or business site that you want us to include, send the URL, a brief description of the site and your Paddling Bares membership # to links@canoeing.org
  Site guidelines:

A good quality site with useful information, workable navigation and original content that conforms to Naturist principals.

