THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                  P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
August-September-October Schedule
August 12 UPPER GREAT EGG HARBOR This is a bit different from most Pine Barrens rivers, but don’t expect open water and power boats. Keep the load light, it’s been low water. Call Bob (609) 555-5555
August 26-27 DELAWARE RIVER OVERNIGHT.  Dingmans Ferry to Water Gap. Lunch on the second day at the Riverview restaurant overlooking the Delaware.

 Call (732) 555-5555
August ? GREEN RIVER RESERVOIR. It's way up in northern Vermont, but we've heard that this lake, several miles long, is "the largest lake in the state where power boats aren't allowed." Join fellow Bares on an exploratory voyage. Possibility of visiting the new "Coventry Resort" near Burlington. Call 781-555-5555.

September 9-10 MULLICA RIVER OVERNIGHT Last chance to camp overnight while the warmth of summer still lasts. Mullica River Camp has sandy soil, water pump, and toilet facilities.

  Call  (732) 555-5555
September 17 Canoe race, Bushkill to Shawnee, 13 miles, part of the Delaware River Grand Slam Series. Textiles Mandatory in this race.

 Call Tom Freda (845) 555-5555
Sept 30-Oct 1 TRAIL MAINTENANCE IN HARRIMAN PARK Do a few hours maintenance on the Diamond Mountain/Tower Trail. Repaint blazes, trim brush, hopefully only minor erosion control.  Call  (732) 555-5555
October 14 LEAF PEEPER TRIP on the UPPER DELAWARE. Pond Eddy to Sparrowbush or Narrowsburg to Pond Eddy.  If there is interest, we might camp overnight and do both.

 Call  (732) 555-5555
October 29 WADING RIVER. Speedwell to Evans bridge.

 Call (732) 555-5555
Nov 12 OSWEGO RIVER "Fairly short but interesting," best describes the section on the Oswego between Oswego Lake and Harrisville dam. 9:30 put in.

 Call (732) 555-5555
Nov 25  BATSTO RIVER Route determined by water levels. We plan to do the upper section, water levels permitting.  It’s been years since we have been able to put in at Carranza Rd.

 Call (732) 555-5555
Dec 10 HIKE THE PINE BARRENS of southern New Jersey.  Atsion to Batsto will be the route unless someone has a better idea.

 Call (732) 555-5555
Dec 31-Jan1 NEW YEARS OVERNIGHTER This is a Paddling Bares tradition. We have spent nearly every New Year's Eve on the Mullica River for many years now. Weather has been cooperative, generally in the mid 40’s, and the river hasn't completely frozen on us so far.

 Call  (732) 555-5555
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The Bare Facts Q&A

 Q:  Please send me your 2000 brochure or any other information on your club/campground including rates for day visits and or camping.

    We are members of TNS and have a camper. We would like to possibly visit your facility for a day or perhaps camp overnight.

A:    I don’t know how people get the idea that we are a landed Naturist club, but it happens all the time.

    We are a canoe club. We arrange canoe trips on local rivers as well as some long distance trips to some of the best paddling destinations on the East Coast.

    There is no facility to visit, other than the canoe rack in the back yard. There is no place to set up a camper and it’s way too big to fit in a canoe.

    The rates are simple. $10 per year gets you the newsletter which has the schedule of events and other topics of interest. There is no per-trip charge for members. The club usually picks up the tab on camping fees unless the treasury is abnormally low; then we chip in a few bucks each to cover it. The primary cost is canoe rental, which varies depending on the location. Most of our regular members have their own canoes, which eliminates that cost entirely.

     Some trips have high costs. On the Allagash trip we flew in by floatplane and had use fees and camping fees. Everyone paid his or her own fees on that trip. It was one of the more expensive trips. On the Okefenokee Swamp trip there were high camping fees and the cost of the hired shuttle van/trailer and driver, which we split among the trip participants. One Batsto river trip we hired a shuttle so we wouldn’t have to leave cars parked back in the woods overnight. That worked out to $20 per boat. The club paid the camping fee. Those are a few of the infrequent exceptions. The majority of the trips are negligible in cost if you have a canoe.

Q:    I’m looking for a single canoe that will do it all. I will be paddling it both solo and tandem, mostly tandem, on most of the Bares-run trips and it has to be durable, low maintenance, but still high performance.

A:    The Mad River Teton fits that description. It’s basically the Explorer hull with a bit more rounded incline on the bow and stern. The ends look more like an Old Town Discovery 169 than a Mad River design. It has one other thing in common with the Old Town Discovery series; it’s made of polyethylene. Polyethylene is stiffer and cheaper than Royalex. The result is a boat that is nearly as durable as the legendary Discovery 169, performs like a Mad River Explorer and, because of the angle of the bow and slippery polyethylene hull, climbs over the floating logs that are common on Pine Barrens rivers easier than any other boat I’ve paddled. To top off this winning combination, it’s one of the least expensive Mad River canoes. The only drawback is that it’s a few pounds heavier than the Explorer.

Q:    I’m looking for a single canoe that will do it all. I will be paddling it solo most of the time but it has to be able to carry 2 people as well. I plan to use it on most of the Bares- run trips and it has to be less than 60 pounds.

 A:   There is only one that fits all those requirements, the Dagger Reflection 15. It’s a bit large for a solo canoe, but that’s because it was designed as a small tandem. Longer than 15 ft becomes hard to manage on winding rivers when paddling solo. Shorter than 15 is inefficient and doesn’t have the room for camping gear when paddling tandem. It’s not a high performance canoe, but its strongest point is that it successfully straddles the gap between small tandem and large solo canoe.

