THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                             Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
May June July2008

May 10-11  OVERNIGHT “SALMON RUN.” Batsto Village to Lower Forge and back. Brownwater level 1-3, “limbo logs,” tight turns, 50% upstream.

May 11 LOWER BATSTO Quaker Bridge to the Village. Brownwater level 1

May 18 Monmouth County Outdoor Adventure Expo at Turkey Swamp Park, Freehold NJ. 11:30 – 5:00 It’s not as interesting as the Ocean County show but worth a look if you are in the area.

May 24-25-26  THREE DAY SALMON RUN WITH PORTAGES. Batsto lake to Mullica River Camp to Lower Forge  to Pleasant Mills. Up to 6 portages depending on the route. Brownwater level 1-3, 50% upstream, “limbo logs”, tight turns. 

May 31 June 1 Ocean County Canoe and Kayak Classic.  10:00 to 4:00, Rain or Shine Ocean County Park, Route 88, Lakewood, NJ. Everyone is welcome to try their paddling skills and try a variety of canoes and kayaks in the lake. Over 100 models of canoes & kayaks; clinics & demonstrations; antique canoes; many manufacturers & canoe clubs; accessories; races and much, much more! Unlimited test paddling - $8.00 per person.

June 14 DELAWARE RIVER DAY TRIP on the Delaware River.  More than two decades have passed and this is still a popular trip.  Call 2 weeks early if you need to rent a canoe, 1 week early if you will be bringing your own.  Easy / Riffles below class 1Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.) 

June 21 BATSTO RIVER LONG DAY TRIP Time wise, this is one of the longest day trips we regularly run. It helps to do it on or near the longest day of the year. Beaver dam to the Village. Bring lunch and dinner. Early start. Late finish. Short breaks. Brownwater level 2

JUNE 22 SHORT DAY TRIP For those that still feel the urge to paddle after the long day on the Batsto, we will paddle something short in the Batsto area on Sun. Brownwater level 1 or 2

July 19 COLD SPRING TO BANNERMAN’S ISLAND Shuttle-free paddling on the Hudson River. The Tide changes at 1:35 PM so we should have plenty of time and water to check out the marsh and rail road on the west Bank. Plan on rough water and substantial barge wakes.

July 26-27 MULLICA RIVER OVERNIGHT . Primitive camping. Outhouses and a “potable” water Pump. Brownwater level 2

August ?-? ADIRONDACKS PADDLE AND PORTAGE  Fish Pond/St Regis? Lows Lake/Oswagatchie River?  This newsletter will be updated on-line with the details as soon as we have any details.
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The Bare Facts Q&A

Q: I heard rumors that other states don’t want problem bears that are removed from North Jersey. Do they get relocated somewhere in NJ? Should I be worried when camping in the Pine Barrens?

A: The only semi-official answer that I have been able to get is that there is no problem. There has always been a small population of bears in the most southern part of the state and a rapidly growing population in the northern counties with none in between.

However, bear sightings are way up in the middle part of the state over the last few years. These bears just mysteriously appeared in an area of the state that has been devoid of bears for generations and bear information pamphlets are now available at the Batsto Ranger station.

If the state were dumping problem bears in a region where natural food sources are spread thin and blueberry farms, cranberry bogs and campsites without bear-proof trash bins abound you would have a reason to worry. Just because you secure your food doesn’t mean the 50 people before you did. A bear that discovers that campers are a good food source can be a serious problem.

Education is a part of the answer. However, educating people to discourage bears is much harder than it sounds.

Last summer we found several state campsites in north western NJ where there were non-bear-proof garbage cans heaped high with trash.

 Even among people that should know better, education doesn’t always work. Recently an activist with the BEAR group, that’s the leading anti-bear hunting / education group in the state, was busted for feeding bears. Reports indicate that the bears were so well trained that they actually rang her doorbell and ran around to the side of the house to wait for her to throw food to them. 

She must have been feeding them long enough for them to notice that she responded with food faster when they pawed at the spot by the door that made the noise inside.

She was warned by Fish and Wildlife personnel, formerly Fish, Game and Wildlife, and then busted when she persisted in feeding bears.

I doubt “her” bears can ever be rehabilitated, but I’d bet that riveting a radio tracking collar around her neck, stripping her naked and dumping her in the Pine Barrens till she learns to live off of natural foods would go a long way towards convincing her to not feed the bears!

The old way of re-educating the bears was a 12 gauge shotgun loaded with a rock salt. An ass full of rock salt is strong negative reinforcement for bad behavior, but is no longer legal to use on bears.

Since we can’t use the rock salt solution on bears or wayward BEAR group activists, we will just have to secure our food and garbage more securely as the problem gets worse. 

Blackfeather barrels are nearly bear proof. They might get lucky and find the release. A cheap padlock on the release will keep them out for hours. The Bear Can and Bear Keg are proven performers. One relies on a screwdriver and the other a coin to open. The Bear vault relies on a tiny catch that was defective on 3 of the 4 that I found at REI. The Bear vault is the best cost/volume/ease of use tradeoff in Black bear country but don’t get one via mail order. Check the catch before purchasing.


Q:  Gas prices are at an all time high. Will that affect the trip schedule?


A: We are now scheduling 2 daytrips on the same weekend when practical, so you get 2 trips for the same amount of gas. Cheap camping is available. We can meet Friday evening, camp, paddle Sat, camp and paddle again on Sun.

In the long run, I wouldn’t worry about it. Two years ago Nancy Pelosi told the American people that the Democrats had a common sense plan to lower gas prices. The Democrats now have control of both the House and Senate so that plan must be in the works, as evidenced by the $1.50 change in gas prices during the Democrats majority control. At this rate they will have it down to $4.05 by Christmas and it should be down as low as $4.55 by next summer.

