THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                             Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
May June July 2007

May 5-6  OVERNIGHT “SALMON RUN.” Batsto Village to Lower Forge depending on the ability of the participants. Possible portages. Brownwater level 1-3, “limbo logs,” tight turns, 50% upstream.

May 6 LOWER BATSTO Quaker Bridge to the Village. Brownwater level 1

May 20 Monmouth County Outdoor Adventure Expo at Turkey Swamp Park, Freehold NJ. 11:30 – 5:00 It’s our first Year at this Expo and don’t know what to expect. It sounds like It’s worth checking out.

May 26-27-28  THREE DAY SALMON RUN WITH PORTAGES. Batsto lake to Mullica River Camp to Lower Forge  to Pleasant Mills. Up to 6 portages depending on the route. Brownwater level 1-3, 55% upstream, “limbo logs”, tight turns. 

June 2 Ocean County Parks Canoe and Kayak Classic.  10:00 to 4:00, Rain or Shine Ocean County Park, Route 88, Lakewood, NJ. Everyone is welcome to try their paddling skills and try a variety of canoes and kayaks in the lake. Over 100 models of canoes & kayaks; clinics & demonstrations; antique canoes; many manufacturers & canoe clubs; accessories; races and much, much more! Unlimited test paddling - $5.00 per person.

June 16 24th ANNIVERSARY DAY TRIP on the Delaware River.  More than two decades have passed and this is still a popular trip.  Call by the 10th of June if you need to rent a canoe, by June 12 if you will be bringing your own. Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.)

June 23 BATSTO RIVER LONG DAY TRIP Time wise, this is one of the longest day trips we regularly run. It helps to do it on or near the longest day of the year. Beaver dam to the Village. Bring lunch and dinner. Early start. Late finish. Short breaks. Brownwater level 2

July 7 COLD SPRING TO BANNERMAN’S ISLAND Shuttle-free paddling on the Hudson River. The Tide changes at 13:03 PM EDT @ 2.51 ft so we should have plenty of time and water to check out the marsh and rail road on the west Bank. Plan on rough water and substantial barge wakes.

July 13-20 Appalachian Trail Conservancy 36th Biennial Conference see ramapo2007.org for information. We will have a booth for the first few days of the conference.
July 21-22 MULLICA RIVER OVERNIGHT . Brownwater level 2 Primitive camping. Outhouses and a “potable” water Pump.
August ?-? ADIRONDACKS PADDLE AND PORTAGE  Fish Pond/St Regis? Lows Lake/Oswagatchie River?
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The Bare Facts Q&A

Q: How do I get access to the members section of the web site? The password doesn’t work. 

A: We are still having technical problems. For now, just click on the members section button an extra time and you will get in. I hope to have a better solution in place shortly.

Q: Why isn’t there more stuff in the members’ only section?

A: Once I get the password protection working, I plan to have some larger photos and some data files with GPS waypoints and such. If that were available now, it would drive up our load on the server. Besides, we don’t have much to hide.(
Q: In the last newsletter a canoe was described as an upgrade over a cardboard box waterproofed with duct tape. Just what does a canoe that bad look like?
A: I’ll post a photo in the members’ section of the website.

Q: How do I get in to the PBARES Yahoo group?
A: That group is for active members. The idea is that if you put together a quick trip using the group, only people that have a decent level of paddling ability will participate. Also, restricting participation in the Yahoo group to members that we have actually seen and paddled with keeps out some of the stranger sorts that surf the web.

Just let the trip leader know that you want to join PBARES on your next trip with us and give him your e-mail address.
Q: Did you ever get the sales tax problems sorted out?
A: I hope so. Between the taxes, the fees we are charged for the privilege of paying taxes and the costs incurred for the six months when we couldn’t send out renewals, the dues will definitely have to go up a few dollars. The details will be on the renewal forms.

Q: When is the trail Maintenance hike this year?

A: It’s on the first chance we can get a few people together.

Q: Are there any special requirements for canoeing in NJ? Some states require tax stickers or boat registration.

A: NJ repeatedly comes up with weird regulations like a Yacht tax on all boats over 15 foot long including canoes. Most are short lived because they are just plain idiotic and even the citizens of NJ have their limits for bizarre laws. A few, however, are long lived. The law requiring women to wear corsets while in a canoe is still on the books. It’s not that strange when you consider that there is a law prohibiting the carrying of a melting ice cream cone in your pocket while in Somerville NJ.

Q: What is the biggest threat to safety when canoeing in NJ?

A: it’s hard to say, but traveling on the Garden State Parkway in route to the put-in while the Governor has to get to a photo opportunity with Don Imus and the Rutgers Girls Basketball team comes to mind.

I’m not saying that Governor Corzine is a fragile Governor in any way, but Governor McGreevy was rear ended hundreds of times while in office and only broke one bone. Yes, that McGreevy was a real legislator. He knew just how hard to push to get to the inner workings of a Bill or a Tony.

If we have to collect sales tax to pay for promises to certain groups made by these “representatives of the people” then I feel totally justified in poking fun at them.
Q: I will like to book reservations for my clients (2 couples i.e 4 adult) that will be coming to your area for a vacation trip. Arriving on the 5th May, 2007 and departing on the 25th May, 2007.

If you have vacancy for the dates, get back to me with the total cost (in US$/euro) for the whole period of 20 nights for the 2 couples so that I will make the booking immediately for them.
A: All we have in that date range is an overnight trip. That will cost US$10 per couple plus canoe rental. BYO camping gear and food.  
