THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                             P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                         Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
May June July 2006

May 13 BATSTO RIVER DAY TRIP Upper or lower half depending on water levels. Brownwater level 2 upper or level 1 lower

May 20 MULLICA RIVER DAY TRIP Rt 206 or the first high bank to Pleasant Mills. Brownwater level 2  

May 27-28-29  THREE DAY SALMON RUN. Batsto lake to Mullica River Camp to Lower Forge  to Pleasant Mills. Up to 6 portages depending on the route. Brownwater level 1-3, 50% upstream, “limbo logs”, tight turns. Bring your hiking boots and pack your lightest durable canoe with only what bare necessities will fit in your backpack alongside your lightest tent. Expect single portages. Be sure your portage yoke is compatible with your backpack.

June 3 Ocean County Parks Canoe and Kayak Classic. Saturday, June 4th, 2005 10:00 to 4:00, Rain or Shine Ocean County Park, Route 88, Lakewood, NJ. Everyone is welcome to try their paddling skills and try a variety of canoes and kayaks in the lake. Over 100 models of canoes & kayaks; clinics & demonstrations; antique canoes; many manufacturers & canoe clubs; accessories; races and much, much more! Unlimited test paddling - $5.00 per person.

June 10 BATSTO RIVER LONG DAY TRIP The Longest day of the year falls on a Wednesday this year, so we will be doing our long long trip a week and a half early. Beaver dam to the Village. Bring lunch and dinner. Early start. Late finish. Short breaks. Brownwater level 2

June 24 23rd ANNIVERSARY DAY TRIP on the Delaware River.  More than two decades have passed and this is still a popular trip.  Call by the 14th of June if you need to rent a canoe, by June 20 if you will be bringing your own. Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.)

July 8-9 MULLICA RIVER OVERNIGHT This trip is always a favorite. Brownwater level 2  

July 24 – Aug 4 NORTHERN FOREST CANOE TRAIL We will be paddling for 12 days, mostly on a section of the trail  consisting of big lakes and flat water in Maine. The map doesn’t show any portages but…

For most trips, call (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.) on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip.
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Naturists In Front Of the Computer

    There have been some problems lately with our little corner of cyberspace.

    Some of you have had problems accessing the Newsletters in the members section. When we tested it, it always worked. 

    Absolutely massive amounts of spam advertising all sorts of things including triple X porn sites was sent out apparently by us. It was a masterful job of spoofing our addresses. It really did look like it came from us.

    A scam was being run that asked those with a canoeing.org or paddlingbares.org e-mail address to confirm their passwords. Nobody was fooled and the offending parties vanished.

    We were hacked and someone got control of the PayPal account we use for on-line renewals.

    The good news is that it all should be fixed. We think that the newsletter problem was related to the I-Power server. I-Power didn’t turn off the paddlingbares.org website when we switched to a new server. They did turn off my access to it so I couldn’t update it with new newsletters or take it down myself. Without updates, the new newsletters would not be accessible. 

    The SPAM problem also turned out to be I-Power related. They were actually using our server! After repeated phone calls over several months I gave up. I used their password recovery page to regain access (They aren’t too bright over there) and forwarded all of the bouncing SPAM e-mails, hundreds per day that were coming to me, to the e-mail address of their billing department. The account was removed in less than 3 hours. (
    It took all day but I regained control of the Paypal account before any harm was done.

    Hopefully, that will be the end of it all. 

    If your shortcuts to the web site don’t work, they were pointing to the old server.

The Bare Facts Q&A

    Q: I just bought a lightweight solo canoe. Are ‘glass, Kevlar and or carbon fiber canoes suitable for use in the Pine Barrens?

    A: There are two answers to that question, yes and no. I wouldn’t recommend ultra-lightweight portage canoes for rivers like the Mullica and Batsto. I also wouldn’t recommend anything other than plastic or aluminum for beginners on those rivers.

    For an experienced paddler, that is aware of the canoe’s strengths and weaknesses, it shouldn’t be much of a problem. Pressure points are a hazard to non-plastic canoes. Weight should be spread out over as large an area as possible. The situation that you want to avoid is when all the weight of the paddler and gear is supported by a small amount of hull. When crossing a beaver dam, pick the spot with the most flow and kneel to put some of your weight on the bottom. Likewise, when crossing a floating log that turns out not to be floating, don’t try to “Hump” it over. That puts all your weight in the little bit of hull that’s directly on the log. Drag arounds are a real pain. It’s best to unload first. A pair of #3 Duluth packs are usually the best way to go. With half your gear in each, it’s a simple matter to pull them out, move the canoe, and drop them back in.

    Abrasion is also a hazard. Pine Barrens sand is very abrasive. Expect to put on a skid plate after a few dozen trips. Gel coats generally scratch white. Unless you have a white gel coated canoe, don’t expect it to be pretty for long.

    On the positive side, the more rigid hull and finer entry line will make paddling easier, offsetting some of the extra work you have to do to maintain it.  
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