THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                  P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
May June July 2004 Schedule
May 8 Sat WADING RIVER DAYTRIP.  Maybe we will get the chance to do the long trip, Rte. 563 to Beaver Branch.  

 May 14-16 Adirondack Paddlefest.  This is a bigger on-water canoe show than the Ocean County Classic.  Test paddle new toys and watch some interesting demonstrations.  In previous years we have carpooled up and camped at Indian Lake.  If you are interested in a carpool or caravan for the drive up/back, phone (646) 555-5555.

May 22-23 Sat-Sun MULLICA RIVER OVERNIGHT.  Rt. 206 to Pleasant Mills. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

May 29-30-31 DELAWARE RIVER double overnight. Milford to the Gap.  Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

June 5 Sat The Ocean County Parks Canoe and Kayak Classic.  This is the best of the local on-water canoe and kayak shows.  We have a booth there every year.  There is no charge for admission, but there is a nominal charge for unlimited test paddling.  Call Ocean County Parks for directions:   (609) 971-3085.

June 12 Sat DELAWARE RIVER WHITE-WATER.  The usual route is Pond Eddy to Sparrowbush.  That section has some of the best scenery and Class 1 & 2 whitewater on the Delaware River. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

June 19 Sat 23rd ANNIVERSARY DAY TRIP on the Delaware River.  Two decades have passed and this is still a popular trip.  Call by June 7 if you need to rent a canoe, by June 14 if you will be bringing your own. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

June 26 Sat BATSTO RIVER DAY TRIP. Bring a lunch and dinner for this trip. The tentative route is the beaver dam to the village. Expect an early start and a late finish. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

July 2-3 or 3-4 BATSTO/MULLICA RIVERS. Batsto Village - Batsto River – Mullica River Camp – Mullica River – Batsto Village. Pack for portaging (4), no shuttle. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

July 10 Sat PINE BARRENS DAY TRIP.  It’s too far in advance to predict the water levels in yet another probable drought year.  We will just have to pick the river at the last minute. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

July 17-18 PINE BARRENS OVERNIGHT.  We will probably do the Mullica River, but water levels will determine which river we do. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

Sept 11 WADING RIVER DAYTRIP. George Rafferty Memorial trip. This was the last trip George did with us before he died. Hawkins to Beaver Branch is the tentative route.  Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)
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The Bare Facts Q&A

    Q: This “sportsman” canoe thing has me confused. Just what is the dividing line between a sportsman canoe and a regular canoe?

    A: The exact cutoff is a gray area. On our first Everglades trip, Ralph and Chris paddled an Old Town Discovery 158. It’s 15 feet 8 inches long and 35 inches wide. On rough water it pounded hard and Ralph’s thumbs didn’t work too well on the drive home.

    Some years later Dave paddled his Bell Morningstar on a similar route through the ‘glades His canoe is 15 feet 6 inches long and 36 inches wide. He paddled it solo the whole route. It rode the swells well and he had no problem keeping up with us tandem paddlers

    They are roughly the same dimensions, but the Bell is a much more efficient design.

   So, I would say that 15 and a half feet long and 35 inches wide would be the cutoff, plus or minus a bit depending on how well it’s designed.

    Q: What sort of hydration system do you recommend?

    A: I usually go with a scratched up old Nalgene bottle rolling around between my feet.

Paddlesport

Every year the Paddlesport show gets more and more kayak oriented. This year was no exception. We had a chance to check out some of the classes that were taught on various subjects.

     The class on choosing a paddle was a waste; it only covered kayak paddles. The GPS navigation class was more interesting, however, we cut the last 7/8 of the class when we realized that we could teach the course.

     The camping in the rain class was excellent. We learned a few things, but their slide show of how to camp in the constant rain looked just like a Paddling Bares campsite on a rainy weekend.    We have been doing this for nearly a quarter century and have most of the kinks ironed out.

    We had a new set-up for the club booth. The nice backdrop with 4 poster-size photos looked good - too good. People would take a look at the photos - Becky paddling solo on the Wallkill, Dave’s and my canoe tied up along side Joe River Chickee in the Everglades, a huge alligator, and Bev’s moose close up - and decide that we must be some big-bucks outfitter. After all, you don’t come home with photos like that from a trip run by a local club. 

Quite a few people never got close enough to see John’s photo of Becky and myself running an interesting drop on Allagash Stream in Maine, under glass on the table.

     The artifacts on the table were a favorite with the kids. The raccoon skull and the big turtle shell are perennial favorites.

     We had a chance to check out some of the new canoes. The Mad River Adventure 16 was nearly as bad in person as it looked on their website. Everybody who sat in it had the same reaction - the seat’s too high. You can’t lower it; it’s all molded together, including the half dozen beer-can holders. The useless seat backs fold down into the seat making it even more uncomfortable and the inverted keels (groves in the bottom) should snag every mystery stick that’s just below the surface of Pine Barrens rivers. The company rep said, “We didn’t want to build another Coleman.” Well this thing is a step up from a Coleman, but I’d hate to try taking it down the Mullica.

    Several of Mad River’s new offerings are nearly as bad. Fourteen feet by four feet are not the proportions of an elegant canoe.

    Bell has several new models. We will have to check them out when we get a chance. They tried to fix the naming screw up of a few year’s ago by renaming the Royalex Wildfire the Yellowstone Solo. Now it’s even more confusing.

