THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                  P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
May-June-July Schedule
  May 3 Sat DELAWARE RIVER WHITE-WATER. The usual route is Pond Eddy to Sparrowbush.  That section has some of the best scenery and Class 1 & 2 whitewater on the Delaware River. Call (732) 555-5555 between 5 p.m. and 9p.m.

    May 9-10-11 Fri-Sat-Sun The Adirondack Paddlefest.  This is a bigger on-water canoe show than the Ocean County Classic.  Test paddle new toys and watch some interesting demonstrations.  In previous years several of us have carpooled up and camped at Indian Lake.  If you are interested in a carpool or caravan for the drive up/back call (201) 555-5555 (cell phone). Leave a message if there is no answer.
  May 10 and 11 Sat-Sun Round Valley Roundup. 

The Delaware Valley Division (DVD) of the ACA has sponsored the Round Valley Roundup each spring since the formation of the DVD.  This is an outdoor "on the water" event. 

    We haven’t been to one of these yet but it sounds like fun.  Bring canoe, picnic lunch, and come hang out with some of the other paddlers in the area. We should have more info and directions as the date gets closer.  Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

  May 24-25-26 Sat-Mon THE GRAND CANYON OF THE EAST. Pine Creek is full of ice-cold whitewater, nice rapids, and eagles. This is a trip for experienced paddlers who don’t mind spending 3 days in a wetsuit.

 Phone (215) 555-5555   7-10:pm

  June 7 Sat The Ocean County Parks Canoe and Kayak Classic.  This is the best of the local on-water canoe and kayak shows.  We have a booth there every year.  There is no charge for admission, but there is a nominal charge for unlimited test paddling.  Call Ocean County Parks for directions:   (609) 971-3085.
  June 15 Sun 22nd ANNIVERSARY DAY TRIP on the Delaware River.  Two decades have passed and this is still a popular trip.  Call by 27 May if you need to rent a canoe, by 7 June if you will be bringing your own. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

June 21 Sat PINE BARRENS DAY TRIP. There should be plenty of water this early in the year; we should be able to do almost any river. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

  July 12 Sat PINE BARRENS DAY TRIP.  It’s too far in advance to predict the water levels in yet another probable drought year.  We will just have to pick the river at the last minute. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)

  July 19-20 PINE BARRENS OVERNIGHT.  We will probably do the Mullica River, but water levels will determine which one we do. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)
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February in the Everglades

By Dave B.

   Wow, what a trip!

   Even more so since last Aug the doctors were not even sure if I'd ever pick up a paddle after a head-on motor vehicle collision. If I wasn't ready for it when we started, I am now.

 I left PA heading south on I-95 on Friday, 2/7, with 6" of snow on the ground. 1400 miles later I met up with our Fearless Leader and his wife on Monday, 2/10, at the Everglades National Park campground in Flamingo Fla. 

   After getting our backcountry permit and a last civilized meal at the way-over-priced park service restaurant we set up camp for the night. Around 5 pm we had to take refuge in our tents due to the bugs.

   We put in at Hells Bay about 10 am on 2/11. I was solo paddling my Bell Morning Star, and Mr. & Mrs. FL were in their Bell North Wind. We carried food and water for 10 days in the canoe; that's basically the weight of half another person in just water alone.

   After working our way though a maze of mangroves, we reached our first chickee at Pearl Bay about 1 pm. Chickee is Miccosukee Indian for open-air structure and these certainly are. They consist of an 11x12 platform with a roof, and a walkway to “The Box,” a porta-john on stilts. With the full capacity of 6 people, there is only an area of 5½ X 6 feet for each tent and a tiny leftover common area. Even with our less-than- full-capacity group it was crowded.

   Unloading gear on a chickee can be a real challenge.  When standing in your canoe, depending on the tide, the chickee deck can be from waist- to neck-high for your average 6-foot person. There is no way you can stand in the water next to your canoe to load or unload as it's against Everglades Park rules to feed the ‘gators.

   Between 4:30 & 6 pm each night is the start of the mosquito feeding time. Main feeding time lasts for about 2 hours. We made sure we had the tents set up by 4 pm. Most chickees are doubles so we had company on most nights.

   We paddled between 1-1/2 and 5 hours each day to reach our next chickee. We normally set out each morning about 8 am. Most of the time we made it to the next Chickee before the winds picked up or the tide turned against us. However, there were a couple times when you could not stop paddling or you would move backward faster than your best forward speed.

   We saw our first ‘gator on our second day. And at one chickee we had front-row seats while four dolphins herded fish in the shallow water for a feeding frenzy.

   We hit land for the first time at Coot Bay on 2/18 after 8 days and 7 nights.

   After packing up, I headed north on the start of my 1400-mile trip home. After I regained cell phone connectivity, I was informed that I was heading into 22" of snow. I was far too tanned for that kind of news! Mr. & Mrs. Fearless were going to spend one last night at the park before heading to North Florida for a 3-day paddle of the Peace River.

   I found a place that sold fresh ‘gator meat in Homestead and loaded up with a couple pounds. I got a room for the night in Ft Lauderdale. WOW!  Hot water, a real bed, and food that's not powdered!  I got some sleep and hit the road around 1:30 am on Wednesday, 2/12; made it home to upper Bucks County, PA by 10 pm the same day and had to pick up a shovel clear a place to park.

   I learned a lot during the trip, far more than there are words for.

Trail Maintenance

  As some of you are aware and some aren’t, the Paddling Bares maintains a hiking trail in Southern NY State. Over the last few years the number of volunteers to help with the work has dwindled to 3. Two have scheduling problems and one has an arthritis-like condition.

   Obviously we could use a few more volunteers. It’s rarely hard work. Most of the time it’s just trimming back the brush from the trail, repainting blazes and occasionally digging water breaks for erosion control. Most of the time we hike in, work on the trail, spend the night in the woods and hike out in the morning. We try to schedule it around who is available.  Call (732) 432-9108 between 5 p.m. and 9p.m.

