THE NATURIST PADDLER

Newsletter of the Paddling Bares Canoe Club of North America                  P.O. Box 22 Milltown NJ 08850-0022

Phone (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m. EST)                                              Our address on the web is www.canoeing.org
May-June-July Schedule
May 4 Sat DELAWARE RIVER WHITE- WATER  The usual route is Pond Eddy to Sparrowbush. That section has some of the best scenery and Class 1 & 2 whitewater on the Delaware River.  Phone (732) 55-5555 (5-9 p.m.)
May 10-11-12 Fri-Sat-Sun The Adirondack Paddlefest  Paddlefest is a bigger on-water canoe show than The Ocean County Classic. Test paddle new toys and watch some interesting demonstrations.

    If you are interested in a carpool or caravan for the drive up/back, or camping on nearby Indian Lake, contact George. This is not a Paddling Bares trip, but George’s trips generally have the same lax dress code. Call George at 201-555-5555
May 18 and 19. Round Valley Roundup. 

The Delaware Valley Division (DVD) of the ACA has sponsored the Round Valley Roundup each spring since the formation of the DVD.  This is an outdoor "on the water" event. 

    We haven’t been to one of these yet but it sounds like fun.  Bring canoe, picnic lunch, and come hang out with some of the other paddlers in the area.

   We should have more info and directions as the date gets closer.  Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)
May 25-26-27 Sat-Mon DELAWARE RIVER CANOE CAMPING  The river is easy paddling and suitable for beginners.  The campsites are small compared to those along the Pine Barrens rivers; however, they are individual and small group sites allowing a more relaxed dress code. 

ome campsites have open-air pit toilets; the rest are primitive.  Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m. )

June 1 Sat South Jersey Canoe and Kayak Classic  This is the best of the local on-water canoe and kayak shows.  We have a booth there every year.  There is no charge for admission, but unlimited test paddling is $2.  Call Ocean County Parks for directions:   (609)  971-3085.
June 8-9 Sat-Sun PINE CREEK  Sometimes called The Grand Canyon of the East. This is the first time we are doing this trip, so we won’t know what’s around the next bend.  It WILL be cold water as it’s mostly snow melt.  Statistically this date should get us a medium/low water level and a reasonably high air temperature.  Expect to spend most of the weekend in a wetsuit.  If this trip goes well we can try a longer section next year on the 3-day Memorial Day weekend. Call Dave at (215) 555-5555 (after 6:00 p.m.) 
June 15  Sat 21st ANNIVERSARY DAY TRIP on the Delaware River.  Two decades have passed and this is still a popular trip.  Call at least three (3) weeks ahead if you need to rent a canoe, one (1) week if you bring your own. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)
June 23-29 Sun-Sat Franz Dietl MEMORIAL TRIP  Franz wanted to do one of the long trips, but his knees and camping skills weren’t up to it. We figured that we should run this trip even though he is no longer with us. The tentative route is Barryville to the Water Gap on the Delaware River. Phone (732) 555-5555 (5-9 p.m.)
Schedule continued on next page………
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Schedule, continued……….

July 13 Sat PINE BARRENS DAY TRIP  It’s too far in advance to predict the water levels in yet another drought year.  We will just have to pick the river at the last minute.

July 20-21 PINE BARRENS OVER-NIGHT  We will probably do the Mullica river, but water levels will determine which one we do.

August ? Any suggestions?   Something local?  Something in  the Adirondacks?

The Bare Facts Q&A

Q: What's the easiest trip you do?

A: The Anniversary day trip is the easiest.  It's about 11 miles of slow-moving river averaging about 80 feet across, with only a few riffles to make it interesting.

Q: I'm not a member; can I join you on one of your trips to see what your trips are like?

A: You must be a Paddling Bares member, or the guest of a member, on nearly all our trips. The Anniversary Day Trip is open to members of any paddling or naturist group. 

 Membership in the "Bares is only $10. If you can't afford $10 you can't afford gas money to go on a trip.

Q: Where do you canoe?

A: On water, mostly.

Q: Can anyone go, or just certain types?

A: If you are referring to the trail maintenance hike, anybody who can walk 10 miles with an overnight pack and do some work is welcome. Big strong types are in short supply when we need to move something heavy.

    Anyone, who’s a member, can go on our easiest canoe trips; however, we prefer that you paddle with us on a day trip before going on an over-night canoe camping trip with us.  Also, we want you to go on an overnight camping trip before going on one of the week-long or longer trips.  It's primarily for safety reasons. We don't want someone getting hurt due to lack of some necessary skill. An hour after the floatplane leaves you in the middle of nowhere is not the time to realize that someone isn't up to the trip.

Q: I’ve been lurking on your message board for a long time and have been wanting badly to meet y'all.

 I’m one of those lonely Midwest transplants that moved here for a great job and now would like to find something nice, safe, and fun to do on the weekends.

A: Well you came to the right place.  We have events roughly every other weekend and we stress safety while enjoying the outdoors.  We have occasional hikes, but most of our events are canoe trips.  It’s a great way to meet new friends.


Q: I don’t know anything about your group. Are you all men, or mixed gender or swingers or perverts or just nice normal folks?

A: We have a little of everything. The winter trips are mostly men. The men feel that they are more skilled and/or tougher so they can do the cold weather trips. The women feel that they are smarter for staying home where it's warm.

   The male/female ratio on summer trips is usually close to 50/50.

    We probably have some swingers, and maybe even a pervert, but we don't tolerate inappropriate behavior so it's hard to tell. I recently found out that one of our longest-term members is gay.  I have been canoeing with the guy for over a decade and never noticed.  We are out there to go canoeing so sexuality doesn’t matter and rarely comes up in conversation.

   Mostly we are just nice normal folks.

   We do have a shortage of single women who actually show up for trips. Most join, pay the dues, and stay home. There is no excuse for staying home.  Canoeing is something almost anyone, of either gender, can enjoy.
