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February 18-19 MID WINTER OVERNIGHT It’s a good thing that rivers in the Pine Barrens seldom freeze, even when the temperature plummets well below freezing. Temps near zero have been recorded on this annual trip. One year it was so cold we postponed the trip till August!

    Camping is primitive, with outhouses. Water conditions are Brownwater level 2 with “limbo logs”, ice and a possible portage around a frozen pond.

February 25 WADING RIVER DAY TRIP. This is an easy run. We will adjust the length of the trip depending on the skill levels of the participants. The conditions are Brownwater level 1 and the primary hazard is the temperature. Expect cold water. The way things are going this winter, there is no way to predict the air temperature.

March 12  BATSTO RIVER DAYTRIP Hampton Furnace or higher to Quaker Bridge. The conditions are Brownwater level 2, tight turns.

March 18-19 BATSTO RIVER OVERNIGHT Quaker Bridge to Lower Forge to Batsto Lake. The conditions are Brownwater level 1. No potable water at the campsite.

 24-25-26  Paddle Sport This is the big indoor kayak and canoe show for this area.  The show gets more kayak-oriented every year, but you still can find bargains on some new toys.  We will have a booth this year as usual. Call The Jersey Paddler, (732) 458-5777, for directions/info

April 8 OSWEGO RIVER DAYTRIP The conditions are Brownwater level 1.

April 22-23  MULLICA RIVER OVERNIGHT. Always a favorite run. Camping is primitive, with outhouses. Water conditions are Brownwater level 2 with “limbo logs”.

April 29-30  OVERNIGHT “SALMON RUN.” Batsto Village to Mullica River Camp or Lower Forge depending on the ability of the participants. Brownwater level 1-3, “limbo logs,” tight turns, 50% upstream.

****************************************

Looking ahead to the next few months

May 27-28-29  THREE DAY SALMON RUN. Batsto lake to Mullica River Camp to Lower Forge  to Pleasant Mills. Up to 6 portages depending on the route. Brownwater level 1-3, 50% upstream, “limbo logs”, tight turns. Bring your hiking boots and pack your lightest plastic canoe with only those bare necessities will fit in your backpack alongside your lightest tent. Expect single portages. Be sure your portage yoke is compatible with your backpack.

We have several ideas for the summer. Paddle and portage in the Adirondacks, a Full week on the Delaware (Pond Eddy to the Water Gap) or 2 weeks on the Allagash Wilderness Waterway. Any preferences?

For most trips, call (732) 432-9109 (5-9 p.m.) on the Monday or Tuesday before the trip.
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Canoe Camping Standards

Nearly two decades ago we came up with these guidelines to promote safe canoe camping with minimum impact on the environment and a maximum amount of enjoyment by all participants. They are reproduced here for newer and prospective members who haven't seen them yet.

ALCOHOL- Alcoholic beverages are prohibited on many public lands and drugs are prohibited virtually everywhere. Even when and where allowed, alcohol should not be consumed before or during river trips. Save the alcohol for dinner at home where it can safely be enjoyed.

CAMPFIRES- In areas where permitted, campfires should be no larger than necessary.  A large fire uses more wood, produces more smoke and sparks, and forces you to sit farther away.  Under no circumstances should a campfire be left unattended.  When leaving a campsite, campfire ashes should be cool enough to stir with a finger.  Try to use the same spot used by previous campers in heavily used campsites.  Far too often there are a half dozen fire remains in a 20-foot circle.  If you are not at an established site, forego the fire or use a no- or low-impact fire building method, and clean up the remains before leaving.

CAMPSITE- Use established campsites whenever possible. Studies have shown that an overused campsite takes decades to recover and will only do so if left totally unused, so it makes sense to not spread the damage to other areas. If an established site is not available, find a durable surface that won’t be damaged by using it. The campsite should be left at least as clean and natural as it was when you arrived, preferably cleaner.  Left over firewood, if any, should be scattered around the periphery of the campsite.  Leaving a stack of firewood for the next campers only encourages larger, more damaging fires.

HUMAN WASTE- To dispose of human waste, bury it 4-12 inches deep, 100 feet or more from the river; 200 feet is even better. Where possible, waste should be deep enough that animals won't dig it up, but shallow enough to decompose quickly.

GARBAGE- All garbage, including biodegradable garbage, should be packed out.  If you can carry in a package of food, you can easily carry out the lighter-weight empty package.  Cans can be 'burned out' in a campfire, but the remains should be packed out.  On long trips in bear country burning garbage helps keep smells to a minimum.  However, extreme care should be used if you burn plastic; it gives off toxic fumes and occasional splatters of burning plastic that can cause serious injury.  Be sure to remove all traces of your garbage from the ashes and pack them out.  Do not dispose of even small amounts of food near the campsite; it will teach animals to associate humans with food.  A chipmunk will chew holes in expensive tents and packs; a bear will do even more damage.  Also, don't dispose of food in Park Service latrines; bears will upset latrines to get at the food buried in the waste.

GLASS BOTTLES- Glass bottles have no place in the woods. They are heavy, fragile, and fragments of broken glass have injured many paddlers.

LOUD RADIOS- Loud radios are not welcome in the woods; if you can't do without, use headphones or stay home.

SOAPY WATER- Soapy water should not be dumped into waterways; biodegradable products do less damage, but should still be used with care.

TREES- If you must hang things on trees use cord, not nails.  Never hang a lit lantern on a tree; the heat damages the growth layer and can easily kill the tree.
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